The McKnight Foundation

e Established 1953

e Willlam and Maude McKnight — 3M Corp.
e Largest private family foundation in MN
e Assets: $2.2 billion

e Grants: $94 million in 2007



McKnight's Environment Program

e 15% of total, encompassing 13 states

e 1/3 to Energy Foundation: 7 states

e 2/3 Mississippi River Program: 10 states
e $73 M for Mississippi River since 1992






Mississippi River Program Objectives:
» Land-conserving/restoring to improve water guality
» Water — improving enforcement & restoration

» People - strengthening river advocacy

»Methods:
»Direct, responsive grantmaking

»Advancing the field, increasing capacity

» Transforming systems that impede progress
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MISSOURI AND MISSISSIPPI



Coastal Louisiana

Existing and Predicted Land Loss Trends
1956 - 2050
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Coast 2050 Ecosystem Strategies
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100 NGOslyear

Changing people’s
relationship with the
Mississippl River



1. It’'s the “Corps of Restorationists”
2. Farm programs reduce pollution to river
3. River communities are tourism destinations
4. Gulf of Mexico Is a very different place
e Dead Zone disappears;
e Coastal Louisiana grows,

e people live and work Iin ways that
benefit those living downstream.



Challenges to Federal Agencies

New Law
 New Reports
e Pending Legislation



Challenges to Federal Agencies

Swiftly implement and uphold
reforms In Water Resources
Development Act:

»Independent Review
»Updating P&G
»Mitigate Damages



Challenges to Federal Agencies

Use National Academies’ reports to:

»Strengthen your positions
»Uphold your authorities

»Foster Innovation



National Research Council of the
National Academies

» \Water and Biofuels, 10-10 (< 1 yr.)

o Mississippl River Water Quality &
the Clean Water Act, 10-16 (2+2)



Biofuels and Water Quality:

*Mississippi River harmed

eL_ikelihood of greater harm is
considerable

ook at other crops than corn



Biofuels and Water Quantity:
e 100 M gpd = 5,000 population

» WSJ: slurping sound from the MW



Miss. River WQ & Clean Water Act

 USEPA failed & river Is “orphan”

« CWA jurisdiction 200 miles into
the Gulf of Mexico

e Runoff from farms largely
unregulated and greatest source of
pollution



Report Recommendations —
Challenges to Federal Agencies

 Set pollution limit for the Gulf
e Require state pollution standards

 EPA and USDA target farm
program payments to reduce
pollution



Conclusion:
Challenges to Federal Agencies

e Use handout to
order both NRC reports tomorrow.

« \WWatch McKnight website in 08 for a
User’s Guide to the CWA report

e Pay attention to WRDA reforms


http://www.mcknight.org/
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